Spontaneous intraperitoneal hemorrhage: imaging features.
Spontaneous intraperitoneal bleeding can result from a vast array of etiologies. Fortunately, most are uncommon and currently available imaging modalities can be used to differentiate them in almost all cases. Meticulous imaging technique and careful observation of key imaging features are important for accurate characterization of the organ of origin of the spontaneous bleeding. CT is the single most important imaging technique in the detection and characterization of spontaneous intraperitoneal bleeding. Further development in multidetector technology, such as the introduction of new machines with 8 or 16 detectors, should improve the effectiveness of CT further. Sonography and MR imaging are complimentary to CT, especially in patients with pelvic abnormalities or equivocal CT findings.